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JAPANESE DELEGATION HERE
FOR RED CROSS CONVENTION

£

CouNT OGASAWARA

VEGETABLE ON TRIL-
AS TABLE DELKCACY

Agriculturist in California Cul-
tivates Japanese Product
Known as the “Udo.”

The Department of Agriculture has suc-
ceeded in introducing a new vegetable.
Of course, it is doing that more or less
frequently, and the dasheen, recently in-
troduced as the southern substitute for
the Irish potato, is a sampie. But the
Secretary of Agriculture today got a new
one in the shape of a bundle of fresh
udo, with a request from Dr. Fairchild,
who introduced it from Japan, to try it
out .

Udo has been experimented with in this
country since 1902, but this is the first
year it has been on the market. It is
not a widely distributed delicacy, but
there is one grower who has several
acres he is raising commercially in Cal-
ifornia. -

Suprlies a Sample.

It was from his patch that the speci-
men sent the Secretary came. The vege-
table is a sort of cross between celery
and asparagus, and tastes like neither.
It does not taste like anything known to
the housekeeper, unless you are careless
in preparing it. and then it has a strong
flavor of turpentine. This, however, is
not its real attraction.

It grows in bunches, like celery, and,
Hke celery, has to be bleached by being
kept in the dark. It usually is covered
with an inverted pickle jar or a length
of drain_ tile with one end cemented up.
When it is ready for eating it has to be
boiled twice in clean salt water to take
out the turpentine flavor, and then it is
cooked like asparagus.

May Be Used as Salad.

It can be all eaten, in which it has the
advantage of asparagus.- It also can be
peeled and used raw as a salad, but in
that case it has to be soaked in clean
salt water to get rid of the turpentine.

It is said to be very attractive after one
is used to it, but it requires time.

fhr-
Boer War Medals Unclaimed.

Foreign Correspondence of The Star.
LONDON, April 27, 1912.
It will be news to many that there
are stored at Woolwich dockyard
nearly 50,000 South African war medals

for which owners cannot be found.
Each medal is engraved with the name
of the man to whom it was awarded,
end a special staff of clerks iz en-
deavoring to irace them. These, how-
ever, are not the only medals that lie
unclaimed, as there .are mementos of
the Zulu campaign of 1878-7T9, and
also seven medals presented by the
British South Africa Company for the
Matabele war, still segking owners.
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! It'san Easy Matter

To get a Classified Ad in
The Star. If you are a
§ telephone subscriber

- BNLY

MAIN
| 2440 |

and ask for an ad taker,
explain what you want and |
4 the expert at The Star end
¢ of the wire will write an
ad so as to bring you the

Best Returns for the
: Least Money

paid within ten days.

: Bill will be mailed, to be §

STYLES SAME AS N 1835

Fashions of Present Spring
Nearly Parallel Those of
77 Years Ago.

NEW YORK. May 6.—The fashions of
the present spring are very nedrly duplj-
cations of those of 1835, according to a
newspaper  investigator who has gone
back to the files of that year for con-
firmation. The first edition of the New
York " Herald, ' printed exactly seventy-
seven years ago today, contains a ‘‘fash-
fon notice” which, the commentator sayrs,
might be very well used today, with the
substitution of the “pannier” for its old-
fashioned cousin, ‘“‘the pelisse.” The ex-
tract, printed on May 6, 1835, says:

-“Openn pelisses, composed of summer

silks and edged with two or three pip-
ings of different and striking color, will
be much in request toward the end of
the month. They will be worn over mus-
lin robes, either embroidered or trimmed
with flounces.

“Embroidery will be exceedingly fash-
ionable both for robes and lingerie. Print-
ed musling are expected to be generally
adopted for' morning dress.

“The new colors are expected to be
different shades of green, primrose, li-
lac, fawn, cherry and a bright blue.”

MURDERS THE DAUGHTER
OF FORMER EMPLOYER
Clerk Who Had Been Dismissed

Shoots Girl Who Was Writing
Him a Recommendation.

NEW YORK, May 6.—After having
threatened to murder the entire family
of Charles Rucker, a grocer, of Little
Ferry, near Hackensack, N. J., Anthony
Parchall, who had been discharged as
clerk in the store, shot and killed Mary
Rucker, seventeen )’ea.rs old, and then
ended his own life yesterday. It so hap-
pened that Rucker's daughter was the
only one the crazed man found In the
house when he entered by the rear door
of the living apartments.

She was busy at the desk writing out a
recommendation to give to Parchall when
the discharged employe made his appear-
ance.. Unknown to the murderer, Mrs.
Rucker was in the store, which is in
front of the office, and Rucker was rest-
ing on a bed upstairs, being somewhat in-
disppsed.

Scream Followed by Shot.

Parchall was heard repeating his threat
as he stood looking at the girl She
screamed as he drew a revolver from his
hip pocket.. The next instant came the
report of the revolver, and, though shot
through the body, the girl ran into the
store.

Parchall fired at her again, but this
bullet went crashing through the plate
glass window ard@ just missed the heads
of two lads. The bullet crasned through
the parlor window in § house across the
street, the flying glass injuring the
owner.

returning from the store, and never re-
gained consciousness. Parchall fired two
bulletg into his left side, just under the
heart. The second took an upward course
and he fell dead beside the body of his
victim.

Girl Dies in Hospital.

The gir! died in the Hackensack Hos-
pital twenty minutes after arriving there,
It was sald by some that Parchall was
insanely jealous of Miss Rucker, who was

one of the most popular girls in Little
Ferry, but_the father - of the girl denies
this. He says Parchall had threatened to
kill the entire Rucker !amQy.

The Cross of Woman,

From the New York Press.

God help the women! Always they bear
the worst of it. Man, as ever he must if
he he a man, puts woman over the side
of the wreck In the lifeboat and himself
stands upon the deck, to go down with
the ship. That test—his—is soon over;

hers goes on. She must see with her
eves or picture in hér mind the crue!
sight of her man as he goes down to the
aquick ending. She must see it through
the life that is spared to her; the drear
road she must travel after without him.
What thoughts must ever be hers for the

man, father, son, hugband, s> going while
she stayed. Poor woman; hers are the
heavy crosses: .

CURATOR AT Z00 PARK
 SEES ANIMALS IN PLAY

Says the Chinchillas’ Engage
Intelligently in Game of
“Squat Tag.”

NEW YORK, May 6.—Do animals play
games? Curator Ditmars of the Bronx
Zoological Park believes that many do,
and he has arrived at that conclusion
after much observation. :

Three Peruvian chinehillas, for ex-
ample, were observed .indulging in a
modification of a childish game called
‘““squat -tag.”” The one who was “it”
would give a _little squeak, and at the
signal the other two would roll over. _

Rules of the Game.

The third would try to nip the tail of
one of the other two, if he could reach
one of them before the animal he was
‘‘tagging” had got completely on its back.
This done, the chinchilla Who had been
“‘tagged” would be “it,”” and they would
begin again.

Squirrels have an organized-game which
Mr. Ditmars calls *“hide the nut.,’ and
some species of deer run races® usu-
ally jumping races, at which they line
up and start at a signal and make for a
fixed goal, Badgers play tag, and also
play as good a game of puss-in-the-corner
as most children.

Guinea Pigs Under Instruction.

As an experiment Mr. Ditmars took five
guinea pigs and put them in a cage where
they had a close view of the badgers at
piay. In time, he says, thg little pigs be-
gan to take notice, and after several days
it was observed that they were playing
“tag” in a very unsystematic manner.
Experience or observation taught them
better, and in time the five became very
proficient players. The puss-in-the-corner
game appeared to be beyond them. The
guinea pigs, although usually of gentle
disposition, seemed to quarrel more over
their game thn.tl did the other anlmals.

The Kaiser’s Motor Cars.
From Harper's Weekly.

Today all the cars used by the emperor
are run by gasoline, with the sole excep-
tion of an electric coupe .which is at the
disposal of the ladies of the court. Baut
this sort of fuel was only adopted after
the most vigorous fights with the em-
ployves of the old marshal. From a pe-
rusal of the old records it would seem
as if all the cars purchased previously to
1905 were propelled by aleohol. Vet-
erinarians, coachmen and footmen de-
clared with the utmost emphasis that
the benzine fumes would injure or kill
the expensive equines stabled in the
building. So alcohol was selected, but
with somewhat disappointing results.
There was something wrong about those
early alcohol cafrs, and the emperor more
than once was put in the embarrassing
position of being stalled on the highways
and having to transfer his august person
into another car. Finally the oberstall-
meister declded that he would test the
benzine story, and, unknown to the coach-
men, placed quantities of benzine in the
stables. Not a horse died, nor did any

Mary Rucker dropped to the floor after]

one of the men suffer any i1l conse-

| quences. So, about four weeks later, a

gasoline automobile made its appearance
in the hallowed atmosphese of the im-
perial stables and open war between' the
horse and motor factions began.

Picturesque and interesting as is the life
of the emperor's chauffeurs in Berlin, it
becomes almost romantic when the kaiser
goes to the maneuvers. From morning to
night the chauffeur in charge of the im-
perial car is the center of applause and
ovations; he remains seated while dis-
t'nguished potentates and diplomats bare
their heads and greet the emperor; he
looks with contempt upon the passing of-
ficers of the guard whose horses are
spattered with mud and whose faces
show the strain of three days’' continuous
work under the eyes of the kaiser; he
examines at lelsure the “battlefield,” wit-
nesses the attacks of the enemy from his
coizn of vantage and is sure of a good
place to sleep at the end of the trip—
something that the higher officers some-
t'mes lack.

To Be or Not to Be.

From Lippincott's Maguzine, ]
The Virginian of the vintage of 'T2 was
brought up on McGuffey's Reader, the se-
lections of which were a balanced liter-
ary ration, so it was not entirely surpris-
ing that one from a little further back
in the woods should say to thé other, “l
tell you, suh, Dr. McGuffey was a great
man, a great writer. Why, suh, if he had
never written anyt%gng but that plece n
his reader, beginnig, ‘To be, or not to
be: that is the question,” he would de-
serve §p be called a gregt man, suh.”
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Every broken line and every small lot go in for the making of a busy day tomorrow, so an early attendance is

imperative if you would profit by the savings.

Note_ We’ve given youthe exact quantities, and in many cases they are small. They are on sale for the day until sold.
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—Muslin Underwear Remnants— —Remnants in the Women's Suit Dept. Millinery Remnants
TR Sale St A Sale Quantity. Value. Sale Price.
Quantity. 1 Value. Sale Price. Quantity. Value. P. e. Quantity. Value, Price. 24 Rcad}' - t0o - wear
12 Women’s Girdles....... 25¢c 12)ac 1 Dove Colored Broad- 12 White Linene Skirts- 81.00 = 49c¢ Hatse oo . i des $2.08 R0
50 Long Dressing Sacques 98¢  29c cloth Evening Cape.$15.00 $7.95 | 10 Cream Mohair Skirts $7.50 $2.08 | | 26 Sailor Hats, Rough
5 R L&dGCand_tAmencanSI ok I RﬁwseBrc;?{icl]?thlgqa}.%s.oo $24.50 | 14 English Rep Suits.. $7.08 $1.08 and Milans..... $2.49 79¢
ady Corsets..... ...91.5 _ 1 Lon ac ajah Slip-on Raincoats... $298 Si. Flowers, big assort-
36 House Dresses.........81.50 79¢ Coi, size 34... .j. ..$16.50 $35.00 1(1) B l]p,:a.(vcnk .\all:rcqouisettc : N . ment. L .a. : _Utl‘- : o8¢ 10C
3 Sahlin Waists..........81.50  79¢ 1 Tan All-wool Suit, Gown, over king Ribbons, all colors.. 49¢ & 50¢ 15¢
10 Brassiers.............. $1.00 50c¢ size 3B oLk ....$16.95 $5.00 blue..............839.50 $25.00 | { 29 Trimmed Hats...$7.50t0o $10 $1.95
36 Long Lawn Kimonos...$1.00 40 | { 1 Black ‘and White 1 Black CrepedeChine 36 Shapes, mostly
st p(lfhgck lskui\t‘( size 36.$§0.00 .53-23 GOWDLY .. < vons smmss $35.00 $15.00 white......... 10 |
- ¢ | 12 Plaid Si ‘aists... $3.00 98¢ 1 BlackGrenadine —Third Floor.
9 5 i | 6 Skirts, black, gray Evening Gown....$25.00 $15.00
Melﬁl S &l]l‘ﬂd BOyS and mixtures..... . $5.00 $1.98 p : ~Second Fioor. - W&Sh G@@ﬁs Rcmnanﬁs'—“
3 h - N : I o o 9 o 9 | 3
Clothing Remmnants || *Remmnants in the Misses’ & Girls’ Dept. || cee.  vane Sate
Qusnitity. Value. Price. <] P el e 1,250 yards 19c Check Dimities. .10%5¢
25 Boys’ Wash Suits, sizes QuEntity. Tps e ey S SRR O U T sl e 750 yards 25¢ Nearsilk Foulards 135¢
0 2V4,3,4and 5. ...... . 98¢ * 30c 6 Girls’ Straw Hats... $5.00 $1.98 | 8 DML""C.S nger:e$ = e 50 pieces 20t 36-in. Natural
18 Children’s Khaki Play - 10 Fine Lawn Caps.... $1.00  49c POSBES ~ouiot s Saps >0l o Dress Linen............. 17C
ghads s 3 & 4only soc  35¢ 8 Fine Straw Bonnets $4.98 $1.98 | 12 Middy Blouses..... $1.00 _ 50c 50 pieces 10c 36-inch Cannon
B s ’Khaki Knicker- 12 Boys’ Bloomer ‘Suits $1.98 098¢ 6 Children's Serge Cloghy. .5 s TpT Lt Jac
35 C;S‘oscker s gEe. - afic 8 Rubberized Rain- Coats, 2 to 3 vears.. $2.98 08¢ | | 2.500 yards 12V4c and 15¢ 36-inch
g Y Men’ S' _'t's“ ; $7.50 $4.65 coats .......... --- $2.19 $1.19 | 8 Pretty Cloth Reefers $1.08 98¢ Bleached Cotton........ .. 778C
. BO‘J“_g\; eT lsk lSI! e $ig0 4§8c 10 Misses’ Cloth Suits.$16.50 $9.95 —Second Floor. 100 dcz;zl::n 49c Linen-finish Bed
oys Norio uits. .. .$4. OIOELS . oo ive s o0nuva c
18 Bovs' Double - breasted . - - 2. Qz%g'ards White Goods—values, 25¢ tnl;37
- 2 i e ° ; 9 ° ] 5 - S vy o e v reeeas e wsiemiaanisensasenn
- Knicker Swits........$3.50 $1:95 | | Cuirtains & Drapery kemnants | Men’s Furnishings Remnants | | 2300 pards Chambray and Seersucker
18 Men’s and Young Men’s “Sale Sale 250 dozen Turkish and Huck Towels—
Saits. Lo, c...$12.50 $6.75 | | Quantity. Value, Price. | Quantity. . L. Faac, e eI RV Gingham— o
21 Men’s Nobby Suits. ...$17.50 $9.45 ; | 45 White Applique Bureau 41 pieces Men's Mesh S o 0 E0 T E N Sican.n b Lot T
24 pairs Men’s Neat Trou- Searfs. ... icoeest..20C 10%C derwear............ 25C I5C
iy : 4 : o o : 62 prs. Men's Black Hose 10c 5¢
SEIS..ccevavseenssa. $200 $1.29 { 1 g6 Window Shades, com- e G E
—Fourth Floor. Plete. Ceaeeieee e 25c 11V4c _/" P Hote 55 . ux‘;& 12%c  6¢ S]lﬂk aﬂd Dress Gows
‘ 29 Otaental Striped Couch&)c 7 pairs Men's Paja- Rem n&ﬂts
OUERE v v v ons vis b s 49c¢ s . e Reyoe c
Sh@@ Rem ]nl&mnts 83 prs. White Ruffled Swiss 62 \12:1%: Percale $and $La5 9 Sale
: Sale Sash Curtains 20c 10%c | . . 2z Quantity. Vilue, Price.
Quantity. Value. . Price. e o S M drag Shirts. ... S 2 1,000 vards $1 8 to 56 inch Wool
100 pairs $3 to $4 Women’s Pumps 200 yards of Colored Table 71 Men’s Wash Ties. .... 12V5¢c  5¢ ;000 ) -49 38 to 56 inch Woo
; and %)xfords...............$I.39 - Oilcloth.............20c gl4c | %6 Men's Silk Knitted 4 D:iess T gSlkmc
65 pairs $1.25 Children’s White 160 Walnut-finished Win- TR, . e emas OB QR I'/gg {ards :5’0‘: F_“ . o e -20C
Canvas Shoes and Sandals.T 69c dow Screens.........16c 10Vsc | 47 Boys’ Shirts.......... 50c 25¢ 1,500 3 ards 25¢ Sﬁcoi‘med &l: ak St
24 pairs $2.00 Children’s White 50 White gedgpreads. = .8oc  59c } 26 pairs Men's Silk .Hose‘; 29c I19c ; gg ;::dz Dc;c&in :l? ;‘; L f\cllziil.:”c
_ Canvas High-cut Shois;;i;s.t . 75 Madras Portiere Lengt S.gpe Flfé{_: 42 Men’s Shirts, nainsoo _ﬁz:_;;.:: Flggs_ . " Rough-weave Pongee. ... . .60c

-—

Value.

29c Gotham Hose Supporters
15¢ Angora Skirt Braid, 5-ya
5c White Pearl Buttons, 3 do

5¢ Asbestos Iron Holders, 2

10¢ Try-Me Rust Proof Hooks and

Remmnants of Noti

5c to 8c Clinton Safety Pins, 3 papers......... 9c

4c Sandow Dressmaker's Pins, “full count,” 3 papers...
8c Allover Hair Nets, “extra large,” 3 for only

-

ons

Sale Price.
...C.'.IOII&

rd pleces........ 9C
zen..-........-. 5c

i, S AR 4¢C
4c

........ 8c

Eyes for............ 4c

A Most Convenient Thing—An Accountat

S’

FCHT

513-515-517 7th Streét

Quantity.

' Floor Covering Remnants

34 36x72 Japanese Matting Rugs... 350c
15 9x12 Japanese Matting Rugs....$3.50
11 40-yd.rolls Jap. & China Matting.$6.40
9 Bokania Rugs, 3ox60............$150
19 Cocoa Door Mats. .......cc.....
125 Sample Matting Ends...........

Value. Price.
29c
$1.87
$3.40
95¢
69c  39c
IC

—Third Floor.

HOPE FOR ARTIFICIAL GOLD.

Modern Light on the 01d Alchemists’
Problem.

From the London Telegraph.

The disclaimer recently issued by Sir
William Rz'tmsay. in which he definitely
contradicts the rumor that he has re-
ported favdrably on a process.of manu-
facturing gold, shows that speculators
are already taking advantage of the fact
that modern scientific opinion regards the
transmutation of metals as an open pos-
sibility. The gradual disappearance of
skepticism in this matter was explained
to one of our representatives by an emi-

nent scientist. :

‘“The absurdity of a transmutation of
metals was adopted as a scientific dogma
in the eighteenth century,” he said, ‘‘but
since 1860 certain things that have been
discovered have shown that the dogma
was premature, just as it would still be
premature to say that transmutation will
ultimately be achieved. In 1869 the Rus-
gian chemist Mendeleeff arranged the ele-
ments in the order of their atomic weight
and from this arrangement conceived the
hypothesis that they fiad all been evolved
from some common original substance.
For the elements thus arran<ed fell into
tamilies, each member having similar but
accentuated properties as the atomic
weight increased, and therefore the old
idea that the simple elementary sub-
stances stood absolutely apart, one from
another, had to be abandoned. The hy-
pothesis that an unknown substance or
element, provisioinally called ‘protyle.
underlies their differences was suggested
to account for the affinities.

“Now this was a considerable revolu-
tion in opinion. The discovery of oxygen
in 1774 had overthrown many concep-
tions previously entertained by scientists,
and it had come to be supposed that thﬁ
search for the transmuting ‘philosopher’s
stone’ which occupied the medieval al-
chemists was an -entire delusion. This
‘philosopher’'s stone’ meant some sub-
stance by means of which the elements.
and indeed evervthing, cduld be turned
into gold, and though probably a good
deal of honest research was undertaken
in connection with the idea, all sorts of
frauds accompanied its exploitation.

“But since the whole method of medi-
eval science has been generally discred-
ited, whether accompanied by honest or
by dishonest experiments, the revival of
the ‘original substance’ idea in 1860 was
a very considerable revolution in opinion.
However, the idea of ‘artifieial gold might
not have entered the minds of ‘'modern
speculators at all serlously if radium
had remained undiscovered. But it was
found that radium_ undergoes a sort of
spontaneous decomposition, and that
among the emanations which it gives off
a totally different element, namely, he-
lium, is included. Thre, then, within the
last decade science has been brought to
admit by facts that a spontaneous trans-
mutation of elements does take place in
nature. Therefore scientist® can no long-
er deny that the transmutation of such
elements as lead, gold, copper, nickel,
platinum, silver, mercury, cadmium and
son, and even the creation of artificial
gold, are possibilities o.f' future experi-
ment. . :

“However, I think one may say_ that
sclentists still maintein the improbability
of this achievement, although the gtate of
scientific knowledge as it stands at the
moment seems to oppose no insuperable
barrier to it. But one may speculate
whether a universal method of transmu-
tation would be discovered. It appears to
me that we shall conceivably be able to
note affinities between certain elements,
and even to transform one into another.
But the idea that gold will be the first
artificial element to be constructed Iis
probably a delusion, even if it is not a
fraudulent delusion. A universal process
of transgutation would throw our whole
economic life into th® most extraordinary
quandary, and the difficulties created by
the discovery of a way to make gold arti-

would a'one be very disastrous.

| But the other minor transmutations, not

bearing so directly upon our standard of
values, might be scientific benefits with-
out becoming the basis of too profitable
exploitations.” :

Odd Quirks of Foreign Law.
From the .\’ew York Sun.

It is said that a Frenchman, replying to
an inquiry made of him as to the charac-
ter and qualifications of a woman apply-
ing for employment as cook, got into
serious trouble when he wrote that he
could not recommend the applicant *“by

reason of her extravagance, impertinence
and predilection to drink” while she was
in his service. ‘The person to whom the
Frenchman wrote the letter showed the
communication to the cook, with the re-
sult that the latter immediately brought
suit for damages against the writer.

This case showed a peculiar feature of
the French law on this subject. The
matter was decided against the writer,
who was fined and admonished that he
had no right to ecirculate injurious state-
ments concerning another person, even
though the statements might be true.
Since that time, it is said, French house-
keepers, to evade the responsibility thus
placed upon them by law, have issued
certificates of character in form some-
thing like the following:

This certifies that Mme. Marie, late
nurse (0 my daughter, aged one year, did
not leave her on a bench in the Jardin
des Plantes and go away and forget her
on October 12 last.

It is obvious that a certificate of this
sort serves its purpose without in any
way laying the writer open to a suit for
damages. _

Anther curious illustration of the prin-
ciple of responsibility abroad is afforded
by a civil damage suit growing out of
the breaking of a plate glass window in a
German town. A witness had testified
as follows: :

“*As- 1 was passing d>wn the street in
front of the window I saw a big stone
come whirling through the air. I did not
know whence it came. I saw it coming
through the ailr and 1 had just time
enough to dodge to save myself from
being hit by it.” 3

The witness was sharply questioned
upon the point whether the stone that
broke the window would have struck
him had he not dodged it. He was then
dismissed. Eventually the decision . of
the magistrate was this:

“Inasmuch as if the witness had not
unfortunately ducked his head the glass
would not have been struck by the stone,
he {8 hereby ,adjudged responsible for the
breaking of the window and is ordered to
pay to the owner the value of the same.”

The Paris concierge has always been <
privileged person, but he has acqjuired
new importance within recent years by
reason of a court decision handed down
there. A conclerge had permitted him-
self the Illberty of opening the letters of
a yvoung lady, one of the tenants of the
house.

Discovering the fact, the young woman
brought suit against the concierge. "The
case was tried and was decided against
the young woman, it being held that the
responsibility of the state ended with the
delivery of the mail to some person who
was authorized to receive it, and that the
concierge was such a person. But the
court censured the concierge for being
“guilty of an indelicacy.”

There was no redress for the owner of
the letters beyond this, and to complete
the whole the concierge next brought suit
in his turn against the young woman.
This, however, was too much for any
court. The case was dismissed without
a hearing.

e
Millions, But—.
From the Catholic Standard and Times.
Markley—Skinner has been tryving to
get me interested in a land boom in New
Jersey.
Wiseman—Pshaw! that:tract of his is
practically worthless. I don't believe

anything could ever live there but mos-
quitoes. !
Markiey—Ah! 1 guess that's what he

meant; he told me there was milllons
in it.” y ;

MILL OPERATIVES’ EFFICIENCY

Impaired by the Strike at Lawrence.

Task of Overseers.
From Fibre and Fabric.

Of the many conclusions drawn from
the Lawrence strike the. most prominent
is that such disturbances seriously affect
the efficiency of the returning operatives,
for how long a period is yvet to be decided.
Organizations have been broken up- or
badly strained, and for several reasons.
The returning operator after nine or ten
weeks’' idleness has neither the mental
nor physical efficiency that he had before
joining the strikers. Difficulties praecti-
cally destroyed manufacturing arganiza-
tions, took people from machines which

they had worked on and knew as well as
their own names and brought about dif-
ferences of opinion where before all had
been harmony.

When the settlement opened the mills
to all comers a marked change had
taken place. Men and women who had
worked In groups for long periods were
separated and set to work among stran-
gers. The many little understandings,
bits of gossip exchanged and combima-
tions in productive lines were matters of
history. Practically the family idea had
jbeen broken up and hundreds are still
smarting as a result of the strike, and
all admitting down in the bottom ol
their hearts that their victory was #
costly one. -

Under such circumstances a loss of effi-
ciency is not surprising. It is a credit to
overseers and superintendents that this is
not greater than now shown. The forma-
tion of a well ordered manufacturing or-
Eanization is a man’s job under the very
best conditions. The task of readjusting
things in the mills where labor troubies
have been acute is surrounded by so many
obstacles that time alone can make the
organization of its former efficiency. Just
now, with an undercurrent of unrest, the
overseers and superintendents have al-
most an impossible task.

Fortunately - the loss in efficiency has
not taken a turn that resylts in malicious
damage to equipment. It is more in the
nature of sulkiness, lack of interest and
the like. In a few more weeks, with a
full wage and the coming of gzood weath-
er, it is likely that the misunderstand-
ings will have passed and the producfive
efficiency of the help will again be up to
par. For nine or ten weeks it was hur-
rah boys, with bands, speechmaking,
fiehts and frolics. For the moment the
serious side was not given due consid-
eratlon. After such a period getting
down to business at once couid not be
expected, any ‘more than that a crowd of
gchoolboys could buckle down the first
few weeks of school after a long summer
vacation. It is a costly affair from every
viewpoint to go out on strike, and neither
side ever gets back what it lost in wages,
trade and efficiency.

The Saving of the Bison.
From the New York Times.

The American Bison Society, now in the
fifth year of its existence, is doing a good
work. The announcement by Director
Hprnaday of the New York Zoological So-
ciety that it will aid the Bison Society in
stocking the proposed Wind Cave. Na-

tional Bison Range in South Dakota with
a ‘‘nucleus herd” as soon as the range
is established by Congress follows the
recent shipment by it and interested in-
dividuals of gift bison to the national
ranges In Montana and in Wichita,
southwestern Oklahoma. Yellowstone
Park, of course, includes a flourishing
herd, and the Corbin herd at Newport,
N. H.,, and the well kept group in the
Bronx Zoological Gardens show how far
east these fine animals may graze and in-
crease in number.

Yet there are but 2,000, more or less of
the American buffalo in existence. There:
should be millions of them, as ogce there
were. They are still in imminent danger
of extinction. It is not merely that the
bison makes & valuable beef anima| and

that its hide is more valuable than that
of any domesticated beast; there is a sen-
timental value in its preservation. It is
the most conspicuous of the American
fauna. The New York Zoological Society
has not abandoned its efforts to establish
a state preserve in the Adirondacks and
in each of the states in which the bison
originally ranged. It is difficult, how-
ever, to stir state pride in this matter.
The bill now before the Senate committee
on .agriculture appropriates only $32,000
for the purchase and fencing of a valua-
ble tract in the Black Hills district of
South Dakota. It is little for the nation
to pay. The return will be rich
lasting.

A Proposal for New Coins.
From the New York Times.

It has been long since three-cent pieces
have been coined. They resembled the
dime and were confused with it in the
hurry of making change. The United
States has never had for general circu-
lation~a 2%-cent piece nor, we believe,
a half-cent piece. The argument in
ther favor is that retail prices still
take account of the old American shill-
ing, equal to 12% cents, and that the two
fractional unit pieces would aid in mak-
ing exact change. Representative Bulkley,
whose bill for a three-cent plece and a half
cent has been approved by the House
subcommittee on colnage, weights and
measures, says their minting will result
in lowering prices of many articles
bought by the masses, for which are now
charged the custemary prices of 3 cenfts
and 1 cent.

To avoid confusion®' with the ten-cent
piece, Mr. Bulkley would perforate his
three-cent piece in the middle, like Chinese
cash or certain coins of Belgium, and his
bill provides for a white cent of nicke!
alloy in place of the bronze cent to dis-
tinguish it from the coppéer half-cent piece.
The circular of the National City Bank,
commenting on this proposed change,
says it is likely to win approval, since the
wlinlte cent would be**“a brighter, cleaner
coin.”

But there may be objections as well as
advantages ‘n adding to petty cash de-
nominations. While they would increase
the facilities for making change, they
would, for a time at least, seriously dis-
turb the equilibrium of businesses ad-
justed by custom and convenlence to
price-makng suited to present means of
exchange. In most large citles, for ex-
ample, would come a popular demand of
the transit companies to accept three-cent
fares. The profits of these public utilities
cannot, of course, be taken away from
them. Fare “zones’” might be established
to meet the demand, but the public would
pay the same aggregate into the com-
panies’ treasuries, and the net result
would be nil for the trouble and expense
of reforming the fare syvstem. These and
other s‘milar questions must be consid-
ered before.the propos=al for new small
coins is ratified.

Park Si)ooning.
From the New York Times.

From the attention it is receiving at the
hands of the authorities, the problem pre-
sented by spooning in the parks seems to
be a serlous one in the life of the com-
munity. The park commissioners of the
various boroughs and a committee of up-
lifters are devoting evenings to weighty
consideration of means to stamp out this
habit, or custom. Suggestions have been
made that each couple of young people
who seek to enter a park receive from
a police guardian stationed at the entrance
a list of rules and regulations, its ac-
ceptance presumably implying a promise
of obedlence under penalty of being
barred out. Another suggestion is that
a policeman stop before each couple sus-
pected of spooning or intent to spoon and
stare reproachfully. Much stress is laid
on the déterrent effect of the reproachful
stare, though little attention seems to
have been paid to the method by which
the police—usually very human and some-

acute now, for as one of the Iv

of th.t.e day has it, "Bpﬁncumcl; t":c mm
time. And in that line lies the

nition of a fact which the regulators af
Sspooning are apparently permitting them-
selves to overlook. Young people always
have spooned, and always will spoon. But
there are, to be sure, various degrees and
manners and conditions of and
no one knows better than the park spoon-
er that the park is not always the most
desirable place for the exercise of the
Bentle pastime. But what can these un-
fortunates do? It is not given to .every
One to be able to enjoy the moonlit deck
of a yacht, or the secluded corner of the
plazza of a summer hotel, or the leaty
bower of a country lane, or even the quiet
shelter of a room at home. Is it any
wonder that the coolness and beauty of
the park  seem preferable to boarding
house or the furnished room surround-
ings, or the squalor of tenements, or the
blatant tawdriness of questionable dance
resorts, or the feverish glitter of restau-
rant and theater and roof garden?

The spooners of all soclal degrees at
the vacation resorts awaken only an ine
dulgent smile. Why should the park
spooners become the objects of an ex-
terminating campaign? Is affection such
a drug in the social market? Reason
suggests that there must be two sides to
this question. If the chance witnesses of
park spooning are rendered uncomfort-
able thereby, it appears pretty certain
that the spooners are twice as uncome
fortable at being witnessed.

The Jay Walker.
From the Cleveland Leader.

What is a jay walker? We all know
him and recognize him as a pest, but
Kansas City was first in giving him &
name and separate classification. H

The jay walker is the person who walks
or loiters in crowded streets, totally in-
different to the rlgh.u and convenience
of those he comes in contact with theq.
In crossing from one sidewalk to another
he ignores the cross-walks and mean-
ders among wagons, traction cars and
automobiles with a recklessness that puts
the drivers in danger of heart failure.
On a crowded sidewalk he keeps to ths '
left instead of to the right, roughly
shouldering his way through the on-
coming stream of humanity.

He stops to talk with acquaintances on
busy corners, planting himself where he
will most mterfere withi the progress of
the people passing by. On the narrow
boardwalk in front of an excavation for
a new building he leisurely surveys the
operation going on behind the fence.
compelling all who wish to pass to step
off u the dirty pavement. In the rear
vestibule of the pay-enter car he k
women waiting while he delibera :
takes off his gloves, unbuttrns his over-
coat and searches his pockets for the

fare.

Warning in Prohibition Maine.
From the Lewiston Journal. , '
The barkeeper in the saloon on’ Main
street, Lewiston, which is the nearest
saloon to the lower Maine Central depot,
should be more careful. A calico curtsih
covers a hole in the partition which looks
out from the bar on the front shop. This
other * the wri me,
this."curthin m‘w:s. caught g :t“t!h:l%
and failed to cover the h From the

street one could lobk into thé brilantly
lighted bar and see the row of bottles of

the barkeeper and the proprietor that
unleéss he is very careful our shrewd
sheriff, who is something of ‘a sleuth, may
begin to suspect that liquor is sold there.

. - Ly 4
- Seeing Double. . -
From Judge. -
Conductor—We're traveling in two sec-

tions tonl?ht. '
- ntoxicated Passenger — Thatsh
r :

times kindly eltixens—-my.‘produce it

whenever needed. ;
This problem is doubtless 'uuenluw

o

| m' friends. Of coursh you are, and

Slightly
Justh what I've been tryirg tg tell
can
#ee both shections of you,

- .




